
Students face financial obstacles after Woolsey 
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Months after the Woolsey Wildfire, Pepperdine students who lost everything face unanticipated 
financial obstacles while attempting to rebuild their lives.  
 
In November, the Woolsey Wildfire swept through Malibu and surrounding areas, burning over 96 
thousand acres. Many members of the Pepperdine community lost their homes, cars and personal 
belongings. Steve Kerr and Gregory Camperos, Pepperdine seniors who were roommates prior to 
the fire, lost everything. In the weeks that followed, Kerr and Camperos began the process of looking 
for new housing and starting over. 
 
“You're reminded of how fortunate you are even when how extraordinarily unfortunate you can be at 
the same time,” Camperos said. “I mean our house and another house were the only houses that 
burned down on that block.” 
 

 
Nothing remains of Camperos and Kerr’s house. 
 
After facing the unexpected, Kerr said searching for a new living situation was met with uncertainty.  
 
“I mean nobody initially after the fire knew how much housing was still available in the area and 
depending on scarcity, that was going to dictate the prices,” Kerr said. “So it was really like, I have 
no idea how much my housing situation is going to cost me.” 
 
Ultimately, Pepperdine offered the displaced students housing for the remaining two weeks of the fall 
semester. Initially, the students were prorated $400 for on-campus housing but after a wave of 
complaints, the students were able to stay on-campus for the rest of the semester free of charge. 
 

https://la.curbed.com/2018/11/9/18080362/woolsey-fire-map-ventura-los-angeles
https://la.curbed.com/2018/11/9/18080362/woolsey-fire-map-ventura-los-angeles


“It was a process of trying to get the school and other people to understand just how much you lost 
and just how difficult it is to reconcile,” Camperos said. “Especially like losing a home that you lived 
in and you were paying rent and then the options that Pepperdine was providing we’re just not 
viable.”  
 
“Basically the deal that we had living off campus was cheaper, about half as expensive as living 
on-campus,” Kerr said. “So all of a sudden having to move back onto campus when you didn't 
necessarily have a choice in the matter and having to redo all of your calculations … for what you 
are going to be spending throughout the second semester on housing. That was pretty dramatic.” 
 
Camperos and Kerr were given the option to stay in Drescher apartments for the spring semester. 
The rate for a Drescher apartment is $6,100 a semester, approximately $1,525 a month. Before the 
fire, they were each paying $800 a month in rent. 
 

 
 
Given their unique situation, Camperos felt discouraged by Pepperdine’s decision to charge the 
displaced students the standard amount for housing. 
 
“If there is housing to provide for them [displaced students], you weren't going to have anybody living 
in them,” Camperos said. “So your cost of living or your cost of providing housing for those students 
doesn't really go up that much. And so it kind of felt like from a victim standpoint of them profiting off 
of our losses.” 
 
On November 9, 2018, alumnus Jared Price started the facebook fundraiser “Alumni for Pepperdine 
students displaced by Woolsey/Hill Fires.” Price raised $9,562 “to help these students purchase new 
clothes, books, school supplies, food, cover relocation costs, etc.,” according to the fundraiser page. 
Price then gave the money to the Pepperdine Strong Fund and asked the administration to allocate 
the funds how they saw fit. 
 
The Pepperdine Strong Fund raised a total of $489,167 from 1,735 donors. The fund was created to 
aid students, faculty and staff impacted by the Borderline shooting and the Woolsey Wildfire and to 
help Pepperdine University “respond quickly to our community in this time of crisis,” according to the 
fundraiser website. 
 

https://community.pepperdine.edu/housing/student-resources/student-resources-housing-rates.htm
https://www.facebook.com/donate/2138691656447958/10217937580217638/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/2138691656447958/10217937580217638/
https://impact.pepperdine.edu/university/?cfpage=project&project_id=23705
http://pepperdine-graphic.com/breaking-news-multiple-shot-at-nearby-borderline-bar-and-grill/
https://impact.pepperdine.edu/university/?cfpage=project&project_id=23705


“The school was able to allocate funds to students who had lost their housing situations,” Kerr said. 
“So it helped the people that were living on-campus pay for the premium of living on-campus. What 
I've heard from the majority of students is that it didn't necessarily bring it down to what they would 
have been paying before.” 
 
Kerr and Camperos both made the decision to live off campus this semester in order to save money. 
However, starting a new lease at this point in the academic year has impacted their post-grad plans. 
 
“The only lease I could find was one that locked me in for May and June as well,” Kerr said. “So that 
was two extra months that I wasn't planning on paying for, necessarily, that I now had to account 
for.” 
 
As far as personal belongings go, Kerr and Camperos both said help from their families played a 
significant role.  
 
“I think if I had to pay for everything that I replaced, I wouldn't have bought half as many clothes,” 
Kerr said, “I'd say family probably covered 90 percent of the losses and the school also played a role 
[buying] bedsheets and stuff.” 
 

  
Kerr’s bike is one of many possessions he lost in the fire. 
 
Kerr said the fire’s proximity to Christmas helped as well. 
 
“I laughed because usually I'm so hard to shop for and so this year I was like, ‘Oh I’m so easy. Just 
buy me anything,” Kerr said. 
 



 
Johnston [far left] volunteers with the Pepperdine Ambassadors Council. 
 
Megan Johnston, a member of the Pepperdine Ambassadors Council [PAC], volunteered with PAC 
at the Malibu Disaster Assistance Center after the fire. Woolsey victims could turn to the center to 
replace marriage and birth certificates, find temporary housing for their livestock and register for 
disaster assistance with the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  
 
“For me, it [volunteering] was really valuable because I think when you're watching something like a 
fire happen and the fire has burned out of control, you feel very out of control as well,” Johnston 
said. “One of the most powerful things was just to take some agency back and to give people some 
agency back in their lives and to feel like I wasn't doing nothing.” 
 
Johnston didn’t lose anything in the fire but she has faced unexpected financial burdens as well. 
 
“It's been raining and when there were mudslides and Malibu Canyon closes or other canyons close, 
I am frequently turning around in a canyon and then going back the way I came from to try a different 
canyon,” Johnston said. “When Kanan is closed or when Kanan is the only road [open], that eats into 
my gas a ton and it's 50 bucks to fill up a gas tank. That's a problem that's persisted over the past 
couple of months, even long after the fires are gone.” 
 
 

https://www.pepperdine.edu/pepperdine-ambassadors-council/
https://www.malibucity.org/893/Disaster-Assistance-Center
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/

